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A JOURNAL, &ce. 


N the 19th of January I landed at Port-Royal 
| in Jamaica, When I landed, Mr. Fiſhley, 
Maſter Calker of the harbour, to whom I brought a 
letter of recommendation, received me with every 
mark of kindneſs and reſpect, and introduced me 
the next day to Mr. Bull and Mr, Treble of 
Kingſton, who proved my very valuable friends, 
In Mr. Tieble's houſe I preached four times, to 
ſmall, but increaſing congregations, At laſt, a 
gentleman of great benevolence (Mr, Burn, a 
Roman Catholic) obſerving the inconveniences 
the congregation was put to, in Mr, Treble's 
{mall, though neat houſe (which would have been 
large enough, I doubt not, for all the inhabitants of 
Kingſton, if it had been as large as his heart) moſt 
generoully offered me the uſe of a very large room 
in one of his houles, which room has been fre- 
quently uſed as a public Concert-room, and is the 
largeſt but one in the whole town, 

The firſt evening I preached there, the con- 
gregation was conſiderable, and received the word 
with great decency, and great attention, Whilſt L 
was pointing out to the unregenerate, the falla- 
ciouſneſs of all their hopes, and the impoſſibility 
of reverſing the decree, * Except a man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God,” and 

ſeriouſly enquiring of them whether they had 

found out ſome new goſpel as their directory, a 
poor Negro-woman cried out, “I am ſure you are 
a new Prieſt,” The ſecond evening the great room 
and all the piazzas around it were crowded with 
people. I believe there were four hundred Whites 
3 the largeſt number of Whites I ever 
preached to at one time in the Weſt Indies, and 
about two hundred Negroes, there being no room, 
I think, for more. After J had preached about ten 
minutes, a company of gentlemen, inflamed with 
76 liquor, 
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liquor, began to be very noiſy : till at laſt, the 
® noiſe {till increaſing, they cried out, Down with 


him, down with him.” They then preſſed for- 
wards through the crowd in order to ſeize me, 
crying out again, Who ſeconds that fellow?“ 
On which my new, but gallant friend Mr. Bull, 
ſtepped forth between the rioters and me, laying, 
« | ſecond him againſt men and devils,” A lady 
allo of great worth, who in her younger years had 
been a member of our Society in London, but 
through the various viciſhtudes of life was now a 
reſident of Jamaica, who had lately been danger- 
ouſly ill, and during her illneſs, when all her 
former religious impreſſions returned with all their 
weight to her mind, had received a clear manifeſ- 
tation of the pardoning love of God--notwithi{tanding 
all the delicacy of her ſex, and her own peculiar 
amiableneſs of diſpoſition, ſtood up, and reaſoned 
with the rioters on the impropriety of their con- 
duct. They now, I believe, were convinced that 
nine out of ten of the congregation diſapproved of 
their behaviour, and gave up the conteſt, ſtill 
crying as they deſcended the ſtair-caſe, Down 
with him, down with him.“ : | 

The ſpirits of the congregation were ſo deranged 
by this unhappy incident, that I gave out a hymn, 
and then chole a new text, and preached a ſermon 
with ſome degree of liberty, I bleſs God, to a 
ferious, attentive audience, 

Having now received a meſſage from the Ca 
tain of the Brig in which I had taken a Paſſage for 
Charleſton, deſiring me to repair to Port-Royal in 
order to go on board, I returned to that little town, 
where I preached three ſermons, which many of 
the white people attended, the Blacks in that 
place not ſeeming to regard the goſpel. 

I am fully ſatisfied that great good might be done 
in this iſland, if the goſpel was regularly preached 
here with power. A ſmall Society of awakened 
perſons might even at preſent be formed both 
among the Whites and Blacks in Kingſton, 

1 Indeed 
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Indeed this valuable and populous iſland de- 


mands and deſerves much of our attention and ex- 
ertions, as it probably contains above $00,000 in- 
habitants, the ſlaves alone, in the year 1768, 
amounting to 217,000; and in Kingſton only they 
have nearly doubled ſince that time, 

This I muſt add in honour of the iſland, that I 
never viſited any place either in Europe or 
America, in which the goſpel was not preached, 
where I received ſo many civilities as I did in 
Jamaica, four or five families of property having 
opened to me their houſes, and, very evidently, 
their hearts alſo, and aſſured me that any Mil- 
ſionaries we ſhall in future ſend to that iſland, ſhall 
be welcome to beds and every thing their houſes 
afford, | 

On the 24th of February I landed at Charleſton, 
Mr. Aſbury had arrived there ſeveral days before 
from ths North in order to meet me; but. ſet off 
three hours before 1 landed: to be preſent at the 
Conference in Georgia, The next day I followed, 
and riding in two days as much as he had in three, 
overtook him. The firſt day we rode forty-ſeven 
miles, for about two miles of which our horſes 
were up to their. bellies in water, with two great 
invifible ditches on the right and left, Our Elder 
ſtationed at Charleſton, accompanied me, 

One of the grandeſt objects to be ſeen in this 
country, is the fires in the woods in the ſpring, 
The inhabitants ſet fire to the graſs and little ſhrubs, 
In order to burn up the dry leaves which cover the 
ground, that the graſs which grows up afterwards 
may be acceſſible to the cattle. Late one evening I 
ſaw the moſt aſtoniſhing illumination, I think, I 
ever beheld in my. life, whilſt I was travelling 
through the woods, I ſeemed ſurrounded wath 

reat, extenſive fires: and queſtion whether the 
King of France's Stag-hunt in his Foreſt by night, 
which he ſometimes has given to his nobility, 
would be more wonderful or entertaining to a 


philoſophic eye. Sometimes the fire catches the 


oozing 


12 
oozing turpentine of the pine-trees, and blazes to 
the very top. I have ſeen old, rotten pine-treas 
all on fire: the trunks, and the branches (which 
looked like ſo many arms,) were full of viſible fire, 
and made a moſt groteſque appearance. 

The weather was as cold, as it had been, accord- 
ing to the information of the people, in any part of 
the winter, and was felt by me juſt come from the 
torrid zone, with peculiar feverity, Although I 
clothed myſelf almoſt from top to toe with flannel, 
I could but juſt bear the cold, We had congre- 
gations all the way, after I met Mr, Albury ; but 
our journeys in the back parts of South Carolina 
and Georgia were frequently very trying, Some- 
times we loſt our way, In one inſtance we loſt 
twenty-one miles, A great part of the way we 
had nothing in the houſes of the Planters but bacon 
and eggs, and Indian corn bread, Mz. Aſbury 
brought with him tea and ſugar, without which we 
mould have been badly off indeed, In ſeveral 

laces we were obliged to lie on the floor, which 
indeed I regarded not, though my bones were a+ 
little fore in the morning, The Preachers in 
Europe know but little, in the preſent ſtate of 
| Methodiſm, of the trials of two thirds of the 
Preachers on this Continent, And yet in (what I be- 
lieve to be) a proper view of things, the peoplein 
this country enjoy greater plenty and abundance of 
the mere neceſſaries of life, than thoſe of any country 
I ever knew, perhaps any country in the world, 
For I have not in my three viſits to this Continent; 
in all of which 1 have rode about 3, 600 miles, 
either met with, or heard of, any white men, 
women or children, that have not had as much 
bacon, Indian. corn, and fuel for fire, as they. 
wanted, and an abundance to ſpare: nor are they 
badly off for clothing. | : 

The great revival however, and the great 
rapidity of the work. of Gad, the peculiar con- 
folations of God's Spirit which he has favoured 
me with, and. the retirement I met. with-in theſe, 


A 3 valt: + 


——— A — . ˙ A WE 


| 
| 


( {SJ 


vaſt Foreſts, far overbalanced every trial, Many 
other circumſtances alſo amply compenſated for the 
diſagreeable parts of my journey, Sometimes a 
moſt noble Viſta of half a mile or a mile in length, 
would open between the lofty Pines, Sometimes 
the tender fawns and hinds would ſuddenly appear, 
and, on ſeeing or hearing us, would glance through 
the woods, and vaniſh away. Frequently indeed 
we were obliged to lodge in houſes built with 
round logs, and open to every blaſt of wind, and 
ſometimes were under the neceſſity of ſleeping 
three in a bed, Often we rode fixteen or eighteen 
miles without ſeeing aà houle, or human creature 
but ourſelves, and often were obliged to ford very 
deep and dangerous rivers, orcreeks (as they aio 


here called.) Many times we ate nothing from 


ſeven in the morning till ſix in the evening; tho? 
fometimes we carried refreſhments with us, and 
artook of our temperate repaſt on ſtumps of trees 
in the woods near lome ſpring or ſtream of water, 
On the gth of March we began our Conference 
in Georgia, Here we propoled (as we have ever 
fince, in each of the Conferences) that Mr. M efley's 


name ſhould be inſerted at the head of our jimall 


annual Minutes, and alſo in the form of diſcipline : 
in the ſmall Minutes as the fountain of bur Epiſ- 
copal office, and in the form of diſcipline as the 
father of the whole work under the divine 
guidance. To this all the Conferences have cheer- 
fully and unanimouſly agreed, We have 2,011 in 
Society in the ſtate of Georgia : the increaſe in the 
laſt year has been 784, At this Conference we 
agreed to build a College in Georgia; and our 

rincipal friends in this ſtate have engaged to pur- 
chaſe at leaſt 2,000 acres of good land for its ſup- 

ort: for this purpoſe there was 12,500 pounds 
weight of Tobacco ſubſcribed in one congregation, 
which will produce, clear of all expences, about 
1001, ſterling. We have engaged to erett it, God 
willing, within five years, and do moſt humbly 


intreat Mr, Weſley to permit us to name it Weſley- 
College, 
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College, as a memorial of his affection for poer 
Georgia, and of our great reſpe& for him, 
On the 17th we opened our Conference in 
Charleſton, for the ſtate of South Carolina, My 
congregations were very large in this city, as well 
as Mr. Aſbury's, and great liberty the Lord was 
Pleaſed to give me, We were bitterly attacked in 
the public papers, but our mild anſwer, I believe, 
did us more ſervice, than the illiberal attempts of 
our perſecutors did us hurt, In this State we have 
3.377 in Society: the increaſe is 907. In my way 
from this city I preached three ſermons in a ſmail_ 
town called George-Town, in the Court-houſe, 
"where molt of the principal people of the neigh- 
bourhood attended every time, and heard with 
deep attention, though we never had any Society 
or regular preaching there. As the pious maſter 
and miſtreſs of the houſe where I was moſt hoſ- 
pitably entertained, with their truly religious. 
daughter (though but young,) were deſirous of 
partaking of the Lord's ſupper, I adminiſtered it in 
their dwelling-houſe; and gave permiſſion to any 
ſerious perſons of the congregation, who deſired it, 
to communicate with us: in conſequence of 
which, near twenty well-dreſſed perſons (chiefly 
women, and ſome of them, as I was afterwards 
informed, women of property) all of whom had 
ſeriouſneſs engraved on their countenances, joined. 
us 1n that holy ordinance. In this part of th 
country I met with a {weet potatoe, which, when 
roaſted, eats exactly like a roaſted apple, and can 
hardly be diſtinguiſhed from mellow apples in pies 
or puddings: how bountiful is Providence! I am 
daily filled with ſurpriſe, in meeting with ſuch large. 
congregations as I am favoured with in the midſt 
of vaſt wildernefles, and wonder from whence. 
they come, O that God may grant me the only 
{ hire I defire for my labours——the ſal vation of 


7 ſouls! 


On the 11th of April we opened our Con- 
_*Jerence for the Rate of North Carolina at the houſe 


£0 


of a Planter in the country (Brother M*Knight) on 
the borders of a fine river called the Yeadkin, 
Nineteen Preachers met us there, ſome of whom 
came from the other ſide of the great Alleghany- 


mountains, The numbers in this State are 6,779 : 


the increaſe 741. We here received moſt reviving 
letters concerning the progreſs of the work in 


Kentucke, the new Weſtern World (as we call it.) 


In theſe letters our friends in that country earneſtly 
intreat to have a College built for the education of 
their Youth, offering to give or purchaſe three 
or four thouſand acres of good land for its ſup- 

rt, We debated the point, and ſent them word, 
that if they will provide 5,000 acres of fertile 
ground, and ſettle it on ſuch Truſtees as we ſhall 
mention under the direction of the Conference, 
we . will undertake to complete a College for that 
part of our connettion within ten years, 

In travelling from this Conference to Virginia, 
we were faveured with one of the moſt beautiful 
proſpefts I ever beheld, The country, as far as 
we could ſee from the top of a bill, was ornamented 
with a great number of Peach-orchards, the Peach- 
trees being all in full bloſſom, and diſplaying a 
diverſity of the moſt pleaſing colours, blue, purple, 
and violet, On the oppolite fide of a beautiful 
vale which lay at the foot of the hill, ran the river 
Yeadkin, reflecting the rays of the ſun from its. 
broad, placid ſtream: and the mountains which 
8 the view, formed a very fine back ground 
for the compleating of the proſpett, The two days 
following we rode on the ridge of a long hill, with 
a large vale on each fide, and mountains riſing 
above mountains for twenty, and ſometimes, I ſup- 
poſe, forty miles on each hand. 

In Halifax-County (Virginia) where I met with 


much perſecution four years ago, almoſt all the. 


great people of the county came in their chariots 
and other carriages to hear me, and behaved with 
great propriety: there were not leſs than five 
Colonels in the congregation, On the 18th we 

opened 


n 
opened our firſt Conference for the State of Vir 
inia in the town of Peterſburgh, and both in the 
public and private meetings the Lord was very 
preſent with us. Thirteen Preachers were received 
on trial, all well recommended; in the former 
Conferences there was not a ſufficient number of 
new Preachers to anſwer all our calls, but in this 
Conference every deficiency was ſupplied. 

From Peterſburgh we ſet off for our ſecond Vir- 
ginia-Conference, which we held in the town of 
Leeſburgh, viſiting Richmond by the way, At this 
Conference alſo we had a very comfortable-time, 
The numbers in Society in Virginia this year, are 
14,226; the increaſe, 2,029, 

From Leeſburgh we ſet off through Alexandria 
and Annapolis for Baltimore, At Alexandria 1 
preached in the great Preſbyterian. Meeting-houſe 
which has been built in that town, and, praiſed be 
God, gave huge offence to the unregenerate rich, 
and great joy to the pious poor, by the teſtimony I 
then bore againſt fin, - 

At Annapolis in Maryland, after my laſt prayer 
on Sunday the gd of May, the congregation began 
to pray and praiſe aloud in a moſt aſtoniſhing man- 
ner, At firſt I felt ſome reluctance to enter into 
the buſineſs ; but ſoon the tears began to flaw, and 
I think I have ſeldom found a more comforting or 
ſtrengthening time. This praying and praiſing * 
aloud is a common thing throughout Virginia and 
Maryland, What ſhall we ſay? Souls are awakened + 
and converted by multitudes; and the work ts 
ſurely a genuine work, if there be a genuine work 
of God upon earth. Whether there be wild-fire 
in it or not, I do moſt ardently wiſh, that there 
was ſuch a work at this preſent time in England, 
In one Meeting in this State we have realon to 
believe that twenty ſouls received full ſanctifi- 
cation; and it is common to have from twenty to 
fifty ſouls juſtified in a day, and in one place. 

Our firit Conference for the State of Maryland, 
begun in Baltimore on Tueſday the 4th, in which. 

; ; we 
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we were all unanimous and truly affectionate. On 
the Wedneſday evening after I had preached and 
Mr. Aſbury exhorted, the congregation began to 
pray and praiſe aloud, and continued fo to do till 
two o'clock in the morning. Out of a congregation 
of two thouſand people, I ſuppoſe two or three 
hundred were engaged at the ſame time in praiſing 
God, praying for the conviction and converſion of 
ſinners, or exhorting thoſe around them with the 
utmoſt vehemence: and hundreds more were en- 
gaged in wreſtling prayer for their own either con- 
verſion or ſanctification. The great noiſe of the 
people ſoon brought a multitude to ſee what was 
going on, for whom there was no room in the 
Church, which has been lately built, and will hold 
a larger congregation than any other of our 
Churches in the States. One of our Elders was 
the means that night of the converſion of ſeven 
poor penitents within his little circle in leſs than 
fifteen minutes. Such was the zeal of many, that 
a tolerable company attended the preaching at five 
the next morning, notwithſtanding the late hour at 
which they parted, The next evening Mr, Aſbury 
* and again the congregation began as 

efore, and continued as loud and as long as the 
former evening, And this praying and praiſing 
aloud has been common in Baltimore for a con- 
fiderable time ; notwithſtanding our congregation 
in this town was for many years before, one of the 
calmeſt and moſt critical upon the Continent. 
Many alſo of our Elders who were the ſofteſt, moſt 
connected, and moſt ſedate of our Preachers, have 
entered with all their heart into this work, And 
this muſt be allowed, that gracious and wonderful 
has been the change, our greateſt enemies them- 
ſelves being the judges, that has been wrought on 
multitudes, on whom this change begun at thoſe 
'Wonderful ſeaſons. | | 

On Friday the 8th, we ſet off for our College, 
which is about twenty-eight miles from Baltimore, 
I was highly pleaſed with the progreſs they ho 

ma 


( 11. ) 


made towards the compleating of the building: 
the ſituation delights me more than ever, There 
is not, I believe, a point of it, from whence the 
eye has not a view of at leaſt twenty miles; and 
in ſome parts the proſpe& extends even to fifty 
miles in length, The water-part forms one of the 
moſt beautiful views in the United States: the 
Cheſapeak-bay in all its grandeur, with a fine 
navigable river (the Suſquehanna) which empties 
itſelf into it, lying expoled to the view through a 
great extent of country. 

During my ſtay at the College, I had ſeveral 
long converſations with Dr. Hall, our Preſident, 
and am ſatisfied beyond a doubt that he is both the 
Scholar, the Philoſopher, and the Gentleman: 
he truly fears God, and pays a moſt exact and 
delicate attention to all the rules of the inſtitution, 
Our Claſſic Tutor is a very promiſing perſon : 
he is not yet the poliſhed Scholar, like the Preſi- 
dent; but his manifeſt ſtrength of underſtanding, 
and perſevering diligence, will ſoon, I doubt not, 
Pony every thing that is wanting. And our 

ngliſh and Mathematical maſter gives us con- 
ſiderable ſatisfaction. 

On Saturday morning the gth, I examined all 
the Claſſes in private: and in the afternoon we had 
a public exhibition of the different abilities and 
improvements of our der Two young 

men diſplayed great ſtrength of memory, and great 
propriety of pronunciation, in the repetition of 
two chapters of Sheridan on Elocution, and were 
rewarded by Mr. Aſbury, as a ſmall teſtimony of 
our approbation, with a dollar apiece, One little 
boy, a ſon of Mr, Dallam, a neighbouring gentle- 
man, delivered Memoriter, a fine ſpeech out of 
Livy, with ſuch an heroic ſpirit, and with ſuch great 
Propriety, that I preſented to him a little piece 
of gold, Three other boys alſo ſo excelled in 
gardening, that Mr. Aſbury rewarded them 
with a dollar each. But what is beſt of all, 
many of them are truly awakened, However, we 

Were 
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were obliged to undertake the painful taſk, in the 

reſence, of the Truſtees, Malters and Students, 
of ſolemnly expelling a young lad of hfteen years 
of age, to whoſe learning we had no objection, 
but whoſe trifling, irieligious conduct, and open 
ridicule, among the Students, of experimental 
religion, we could rot paſs over: as we are de- 
termined to have a College, in which religion and 
learning ſhall go hand in hand together, or to have 
none at all. But nothing relating to this inſtitution 
perhaps has given me greater pleaſure, than to find 
we are already enabled to ſupport four Students 
Fully, and two in part, (Preachers ſons and orphans) 
on the charitable foundation, 8 

On Wedneſday the 14th, we opened our ſecond 
Conference for the State of Maryland in Cheſter- 
town, where alſo we had nothing but love and 
unanimity, The numbers in Society in Maryland 
are 11,117: the increaſe, 1, 107. On both the firſt 
and ſecond days of the Conference, there was 
much praying and praiſing aloud in the congre- 
gation. The ſecond day they began at three in 
the afternoon, immediately after the ſacrament, ſo 
that we could not hold a Love-feaſt, as we in- 
tended; and continued till eight in the evening, 
when Brother Everitt, one of our Elders, preached, 
After preaching, whilſt he was giving out his laſt 
hymn, ihey began again, and continued till eleven 
at night, A Lawyer who came there out of 
curioſity, and who is eminent for his good ſenſe 
and great abilities in his profeſſion, was conſtrained 
in the midſt of this work to acknowledge to ſome 
who were near him, that he believed it proceeded 
from the interference of a divine Power, 

On the 18th, we began our Conference in Phila- 
delphia for the State of Pennſylvania, in which, as 
uſual, we had perfect unanimity, The numbers 
in this State and in the little State of Delaware, in 
which two States the Circuits are ſo mixed that the 
numbers cannot eaſily be ſeparated, are 2,000, 
There has been in theſe Diſtricts a decreaſe on the 
| whole 
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whole of fifty. fix members. On the third eveningwe 
were favoured with ſome breathings of the Spirit, 
which, I hope, will prove the beginning of better 
days in this city. 

There is a cuſtom peculiar to the American- 
Preachers, which is this: if there be more Preachers 
than one in a congregation, the Preachers that have 
not preached, give each of them a warm exhor- 
tation, And as far as I can judge by external ef- 
fects wrought on the congregations, and by con- 
ſequent enquiry and information, more good has 
been done in moſt inſtances by the exhortations 
than by the ſermon: more ſouls have been awakened 
and converted to God. * | 

In our Conference which began in Trenton on 
the 2gd, for the State of New Jerſey, all the 
Preachers ſeemed full of love. The few friends we 
have in this town, did every thing, I believe, that 
they could conceive, to make us comfortable: but 
alas! the work is, and ever has been, at a very 
low ebb in this place. The numbers in Jerſey, are 
1,751 : here alſo there has been a decreaſe . 
This will neceſſarily happen ſometimes in ſo exten- 
five a work; yea, where the Miniſters have been 
moſt faithful. Rotten members, be they ever ſo 
numerous, muſt be lopped off, or we ſhould ſoon 
become like other men, We have three Indians 
in this Diſtrict; and who knows but they are the 
firſt-fruits of a glorious harveſt among that people. 

On the 28th, we opencd our laſt Conference in 
New-York for that State—a Conference, like the 
others, all peace and concord, Glory, glory be to 
God! In this city we have a great revival, and a 
great increaſe; in conſequence of which we are 
going to build a ſecond Church. In the country- 

arts of this State, 1 Garretiſon, one of our: 
Pickding Elders, has been greatly bleſſed, | He is 
endued with an uncommon talent for opening ne- 


places. With a fet of inexperienced but zealous - 
| 
\ 


he has not only carried our work in this 
api ps State 
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State as high as Lake Champlain, but has raiſed 
congregations in moſt of the States of New-England, 
and allo in the little State of Vermount, within 
about a hundred miles of Montreal, The numbers 
in the State of New-York, are 2,004; the increaſe 

oo. The whole number in the United States, is 
43,265, the whole increaſe, 6, 111: which is very 
great, conſidering that not more than eight months or 
thereabouts have elapſed, ſince the laſt Conference. 
Of the above-mentioned number, 35,021 are Whites, 
8,241 are Blacks, and three are Indians. 

We have now ſettled our Printing-buſineſs, I 
truſt, on an advantageous footing, both for the 
people individually, and the connection at large; 
as it is fixed on a ſecure baſis, and on a very en- 


larged ſcale. The people will thereby be amply 


ſupplied with Books of pure divinity for their 
reading, which is of the next importance to preach- 
ing: and the gums of the Books are to be applied, 
partly to finiſh, and pay off the debt of our College ; 
and, partly, to eſtabliſh Miſhons and Schools 
among the Indians. 

And through the bleſſing of God we are now 
determined to uſe our efforts to introduce the goſ- 

| among the Indians: in conſequence of Which, 
my indefatigabie Brother, Mr, Aſbury, is to ſet off 
ſoon for Fort-Pitt, where we are in the firſt in- 
ſtance to build a Church and School, as the grand 
Chief of a nation or tribe of Indians, who live not 
far from that Fort, and who are at peace with the 
States, has expreſſed an earneſt deſire of havin 
Chriſtian Miniſters among his people, O that the 
day of God's viſitation to thoſe poor outcaſts of men, 


may now be arrived ! 4 
On the 5th of June I took my leave of Mr. 


Aſbury, the Preachers of the New-York Diſtrict, 


and my other kind friends of New-York; and ſet 
off in the ſhip Union for Liverpool, at which Port 
we landed on tlie 16th of july, The Captain and 


crew were, at leaſt in my prelence, decent and well- 
behaved, 


— 
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behaved, and the Captain himſelf very kind and attentive to 
pleaſe. Moſt of them had been brought up in the Preſby- 
terian Church, and very cheerfully admitted morning and 
evening family-ſervice, as well as a ſermon every Lord's-day, 
and attended very regularly. Many of them joined us in 
ſinging hymns at the ſeveral ſervices. But not one of them, 
11 am afraid, is truly awakened, though I obſerved ſome 
of them reading the little books which I gave them with 
great attention; and a ſolemn ſpirit reſted on the whole 
company, the laſt time . with tbem. 
Divine providence has favoured us with a quiet and pleaſant 
voyage on the whole. My books, my papers, and, above all, 
fellowſhip with God, have made the whole way agreeable. 
Captain Cook's Voyages to the pacific ocean, and Captain 
Carver's Travels among the Indian nations in North America, 
afforded me great entertainment. But what an awful obſer- 
vation is that of Mr. Foſter's, who publiſhed a Journal of his 
Voyage with Captain Cook, the ſecond time the Captain 
ſailed round the World! It is,” fays he, © unhappy enough, 
, chat the unavoidable conſequence of all our Voyages of dil-. 
covery, has 8 been the loſs of a number of innocent 
lives: but this heavy injury done to the little uncivilized 
communities which Europeans have viſited, 1s trifling when 
compared to the irretrievable harm entailed upon them by 
corrupting their morals. If theſe evils” adds the benevolent 
writer, © were in ſome meaſure compenſated by the intro- 
duction of ſome benefit in theſe countries, we might at leaſt 
comfort ourſelves, that what they loſt on one hand, the 
ained on the other; but I fear that hitherto our er 
— been wholly diſadvantageous to the inhabitants of the 
South Seas.“ ; 
What a pity it is, that the pure intentions of one of the 
beſt of Sovereigns, the great Patron of the Arts and Sciences; 
as well as all the expence of the different voyages; ſhould 
thus be unaccompanied with any beneficial effeft. But if the 
ſalvation of many ſouls was to be the glorious conſequence, 
his Majeſty and every perſon concerned that loves our Re- 
deemer, would have a compenſation indeed. And I might | 
add, in reſpect to any temporal benefits that might ariſe either : 
to the iſlands of the pacific ocean or to our own country: ſuch T 


an intercourſe would neceſſarily be opened between them and , 

us, if Miſſions for the eſtabliſhment of the goſpel among them 

were ſet on foot, and through the bleſſing of God ſucceeded, 

as would probably make any benevolent ſcheme of a civil or 2 

political kind, not only feaſible, but eaſy. 8 4 5 
[3 
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On Saturday, July 4, ſome time before ſun-ſet, 1 was in- 
dulged with one of the moſt delicious entertainments of the 
Kind, I was ever favoured with; which was a ſet of the moſt 
8 and and beautiful calm-clouds, as the ſailors term them, I 
ever beheld, riſing up on the edge of the horizon on the North. 
No pencil can Teſcribe, or tongue 1 their beauty. 
Being not far diſlant from the coaſt of Ireland, I apprehended 
for a moment that I diſcerned the moſt beautiful land-proſpeti, 
gilded over by the horizontal beams of the ſetting ſun. The 
colours and appearances were ſo ſtrong, and all the tints ſo 
very lively, that the imagination could with the utmoſt eaſe 
—.— floping bills, perpendicular rocks, magnificent turrets 
ſeated on beautiful eminences, and here and there an openin 
glade or lawn, and ſometimes even a town or village. Thoſe 
who are not acquainted with the ſeas, or have never 
minutely attended to the beauty and grandeur of theſe calm- 
clouds, have no conception of the pleaſure I felt on the 
occaſion ; eſpecially as my mand wasenabled in ſome meaſure 
to aſcend up to the celeſtial Limner, whoſe glory and handy- 
work were ſo viſibly diſplayed before me. But they were 
mere clouds,” ſays the phlegmatic ſcorner. And what is the 
work of a Raphael, but canvaſs and paint? All is cloud, and 
vapour, but the enjoyment of God! In about half an hour 
the delightful ſcenery diſappeared. _ 
On the gch in the morning, the Captain informed me that 
we had been in imminent danger the night before, from a 
very ſudden and violent ſquall of wind on the Devonſtire- 
coaſt, the {hip having run in the night-time, through a miſtake 
of the Captain, too 'S to the South, inſtead of {ailing along 
the Iriſh Coaſt. Great, as it ſeems, the noiſe and alarm was 
on the occaſion, I was faſt aſleep the whole time; but the 
Keeper of Iſrael neither ſlumbered Are N 
On the 9th, we paſſed by the awful rock in the Iriſh chan- 
nel, called the middle mouſe, where two years ago, Mr. 
Weſley and myſelf with about ten of the Preachers, were 
nearly loſt, our ſhip ſtriking againſt the rock about forty 
times 1n about an hour and hve minutes, and our deliverance 
appearing to have been a very extraordinary anſwer to prayer. 
O that the ſolemn providences of God, which have brought 
me many a time to the very jaws of a watery grave, and then 
Nept in with ſaving power, may perfectly unfetter my ſoul 
from earth, and bring it through divine grace into the cloſeſt 


union with my God. 
l 
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